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unexplained phenomena are referred to a deity, who survives in the imagination until such time as the phenomena can be explained by natural causes. The pertinacity with which men clung to this conviction was a measure of their inability to conceive any alternative. But the mere inability to conceive an alternative does not constitute any proof of a theory ; in so intricate a subject as this, it does not even constitute the least probability in favour of that theory. We may very likely be compelled to say that we do not know how these things happened. Nothing is more probable than this; for the more we study, the more we find how little we really do know ; and very likely the highest flight of human knowledge will be attained in the Socratic doctrine that we know nothing. But this confession of our own ignorance is a product only of a deeper learning. Among primitive peoples it is unknown. Their range of inquiry and interest is, indeed, small; but all the gaps in it are filled by deities. They ask few questions, but those which they ask they can always answer ; for where no natural cause can be observed they confidently assign a supernatural cause, and the matter is finished with. They do not know the meaning of ignorance.
Among civilized men, the range of inquiry is far wider than among savages. But here, too, men are largely unconscious of their own ignorance. They fill the gaps in their knowledge with deities or with a single deity, and to nearly all questions of philosophic import they are ready with an answer. If they know of a natural cause for any phenomenon, they will adopt that for preference; but if they cannot think of any natural cause, they refer the matter without further ado to a deity, as the next best solution of the difficulty. The theological modes of thought are based on the assumption that man must know everything; the scientific modes of thought are based on the assumption that he knows nothing. Here and there a problem can be answered, but that is an exception to the rule. As our range of inquiry widens out, the number of insoluble